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Cautionary Tale 

after Edith Hamilton’s Mythology 

Both Ovid and Apollodorus tell this story. Apollodorus lived prob more than a hundred years after 

Ovid. He is a very pedestrian writer and Ovid is far from that. But in this case I have followed 

Apollodorus. Ovid’s account shows him at his worst, sentimental and exclamatory. Daedalus was 

the architect who had contrived the Labyrinth for the Minotaur in Crete, and who showed Ariadne 

how Theseus could escape from it. * When King Minos learned that the Athenians had found their 

way out, he was convinced that they could have done so only if Daedalus had helped. the 

Accordingly he imprisoned him and his son Icarus in the Labyrinth, certainly a proof: that it was 

excellently devised since not even the maker of it could discover the exit without a clue. But the 

great inventor was not at a loss. He told his son, Escape may be checked by water and land, but  

the air and the sky are free., and he made two pairs of wings for them They put them on and just 

before they took flight Daedalus warned Icarus to keep a middle course over the sea, . If he flew too 

high the sun might melt the glue and the wings drop off. However, as stories so often show,  

what elders say youth disregard      :s. As the two flew lightly and without effort away. from 

the delight of this new. and wonderful power went to the boy’s head He soared exultingly up and 

up, paying no heed to his father’s anguished commands. Then he fell. The wings had come off. He 

dropped into the sea and the waters closed over him. The afflicted father flew safely to Sicily, where 

he was received kindly by the King. Minos was enraged at his escape and determined to find him. 

He made a cunning plan. He had it proclaimed everywhere that a great reward would be given to 

whoever could pass a thread through an intricately spiraled shell. Daedalus told the Sicilian king  

that he could do it. He bored a small hole in the closed end of the shell, fastened a thread to an ant, 

introduced the ant into the hole, and then closed it. When the ant finally, came  

out at the other end, , the thread, of course, was run ning clear through. all the twists and turns. “ 

Only Daedalus would think of that,” Minos said, and he came to Sicily to seize him. But  

the King refused. to surrender him, and in the contest Minos was slan 
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The Maddening Sexual Tension of Tim Curry 
Cautionary Tale 

after Ovid’s Metamorphosis 

The Metamorphoses 

Book VIII 
213 
his skill in architecture, laid out the design, and confused the clues to direction, and led the eye into a 
tortuous maze, by the windings of alternating paths. No differently from the way in which the 
watery Maeander [p. 567] deludes the sight, flowing backwards and forwards in its changeable course, 
through the meadows of Phrygia [p. 624], facing the running waves advancing to meet it, now 
directing its uncertain waters towards its source, now towards the open sea: so Daedalus made the 
endless pathways of the maze, and was scarcely able to recover the entrance himself: the building 
was as deceptive as that. In there, Minos walled up the twin form of bull and man, and twice 
nourished it on Athenian [p. 423] blood, but the third repetition of the nineyear tribute by lot, caused 
the monster’s downfall. When, through the help of the virgin princess, Ariadne [p. 450], by rewinding 
the thread, Theseus [p. 663], son of Aegeus [p. 426], won his way back to the elusive threshold, that no 
one had previously regained, he immediately set sail for Dia [p. 499], stealing the daughter of Minos 
away with him, then cruelly abandoned his companion on that shore. Deserted and weeping bitterly, 
as she was, Bacchus [p. 459]-Liber [p. 560] brought her help and comfort. So that she might shine 
among the eter 

nal stars, he took the crown from her forehead, and set it in the sky. It soared through the rarefied 
air, and as it soared its jewels changed to bright fires, and took their place, retaining the appearance 
of a crown, as the Corona Borealis [p. 450], between the kneeling Hercules [p. 591] and the head of the 
serpent that Ophiuchus [p. 596] holds. 

BK VIII:183-235 DAEDALUS AND ICARUS 
Meanwhile Daedalus [p. 495], hating Crete [p. 488], and his long exile, and filled with a desire to stand 
on his native soil, was imprisoned by the waves. ‘He may thwart our escape by land or sea’ he said 
‘but                         the sky is surely open to us: we will go that way: Minos [p. 578] rules everything        

but he does not rule the heavens’. So saying he applied his thought to new invention 
and altered the natural order of things. He laid down lines of feathers, 

 beginning with the smallest, following the shorter with longer ones, so that you might think they 
had                   grown like that, on a slant. In that way, long ago, the rustic panpipes were graduated, 
wit                   h lengthening reeds. Then he fastened them together with thread at the middle, and 
bees’-wax at the base, and, when hehad arranged them, he flexed each one into a gentle curve, so 
that they imitated real bird’s wings. His son       , Icarus [p. 539], stood next to him, and, not realising 
that he was handling things that would endanger him, caught       laughingly at the down that blew in    

the passing breeze, and softened the yellow bees’-wax with his thumb, and, in his play, 
hindered his father’s marvellous work. When he had put the last touches to what he had begun, the 
artificer balanced his own body between the two wings and hovered in the moving air. He instructed 
the boy as well, saying ‘Let me warn you, Icarus, to take the middle way, in case the moisture weighs 
down your wings, if you fly too low, or if you go too high, the sun scorches them. Travel between 
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the extremes. And I order you not to aim towards Bootes [p. 462], the Herdsman, or Helice [p. 528], 
the Great Bear [p. 675], or towards the drawn sword of Orion [p. 597]: take the course I show you!’ At 
the same time as he laid down the rules of flight, he fitted the newly created wings on the boy’s  

shoulders. While he worked and issued his warnings the ageing man:’s cheeks were wet with tears 
the father’s hands trembled. He gave a never to be repeated kiss to his son, and lifting upwards on 
his wings, flew ahead, anxious for his companion, like a bird, leading her fledglings out of a nest 
above, into the empty air. He urged the boy to follow, and showed him the dangerous art of flying, 
moving his own wings, and then looking back at his son. Some angler catching fish with a quivering 
rod, or a shepherd leaning on his crook, or a ploughman resting on the handles of his plough, saw 
them, perhaps, and stood there amazed, believeing thm to be god,s able to travel the sky. And now 
Samos [p. 642], sacred to Juno [p. 547], lay ahead to the left (Delos [p. 498] and Paros [p. 606] were 
behind them), Lebinthos [p. 557], and Calymne [p. 468], rich in honey, to the right, when the boy 
began to delight in his daring flight and abandoning his guide, drawn by desire for the heavens, 
soared higher. His nearness to the devouring sun softened the fragrant wax that held the wings: and 

the wax melted: he failed with bare arms, but losing his oar-like wings, yourld not ide the air. Even 
as his mouth was crying his father’s name, it vanished into the dark blue sea, the Icariasn ea, called 
after him. The unhappy father. now no longer a father 

, shouted ‘Icarus, Icarus where! are you?  
Which way should I be looking, to see you?’ ‘Icareus’ h          ?                                called again.  
Then he caught sight of the feathers on the waves, and cursed his inventions. He laid the body to 
rest, in a tomb, and the island was named Icaria after his buried child. 

BK VIII:236-259 THE DEATH OF TALOS 
As he was consigning his u 
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fortunate son to the grave, a noisy partridge poked its head out from a muddy ditch, and, called, 
cackling joyfully, with whirring wings. It was the only one of its kind, not seen in previous years, and 
only recently made a bird, as a lasting reproach to     you, Daed,alus [p 

. 495] 

.You      re sistr, Perdix [p. 613], oblivious to the fates, sent your he son, Talus, to be taught: twelve 
years old, his mind ready for knowledge. Indeed, the child, studying the spine of a fish, took it as a 
model, and cut continuous teeth out of sharp metal, inventing the use of the sa 



5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Cautionary Tale 

after Terry Breverton’s Phantasmagoria 

Daedalus, a talented Athenian craftsman, tried to escape from his exile in the palace of Crete, where 
he and his son Icarus had been imprisoned by King Minos. Daedalus was under house arrest 
because he gave Minos’s daughter, Ariadne, clues to help Theseus, the enemy of King Minos, find 
his way through the labyrinth and defeat the Minotaur. In order to escape, Daedalus made two pairs 
of wings out of wax and feathers for himself and his son. Before they took off from the island, 
Daedalus warned his son not to fly too close to the sun, nor too close to the sea. Overcome by the 
thrill of flying, Icarus soared up into the sky, but flew too close to the Sun, which melted the wax. 
Icarus fell into the sea in the area which now bears his name, the Icarian Sea, southwest of Samos, 
and was drowned. There are later variants on the legend, in which the escape from Crete was 
actually by boat, provided by Pasiphaë, for which Daedalus invented the first sails, to  
outstrip Minos’ pursuing galleys. In this version Icarus falls overboard en route to Sicily and is 
drowned. 
MUSCALIET – SIX ANIMALS IN ONE 
This animal, which appears in the Bestaire of Pierre de Beauvais, is said to have a body like a rabbit, 
legs and tail like a squirrel, the ears of a weasel, a snout like a mole, hair like a pig and teeth like a 
boar. It climbs trees and jumps from branch to branch by the strength of its tail. When it climbs a 
tree it devastates the leaves and fruit. It makes an underground nest in a hollow below the tree, and 
its body heat causes the tree to dry up and die. 
ONOCENTAUR – THE SYMBOL OF MALE LUST 
The onocentaur has the upper body of a man and the lower body of an ass. The upper part is 
rational, but the lower part is exceedingly wild. The twopart nature of the beast symbolizes the 
hypocrite who speaks of doing good but actually does evil. Philippe de Thaon, a medieval Anglo-
Norman poet, noted that man is rightly called man when he is truthful, but an ass when he does 
wrong. 
OUROBOROS – THE CIRCULAR SERPENT 
Depictions of a serpent or dragon eating its own tail can be traced back to Egypt around 1600 BCE. 

Even earlier, hieroglyphs in the sarcophagus chamber of the Pyramid of Unas (c.2350 BCE) read: ‘A 

serpent is entwined by a serpent… the male serpent is bitten by the female serpent, the female serpent is bitten by the 

male serpent, Heaven is enchanted, earth is enchanted, the male behind mankind is enchanted’. The Greeks gave 

this creature the name Ouroboros (tail-devourer). In Gnosticism, this circular serpent symbolized 

eternity and the soul of the world. The Chrysopoeia Ouroboros of Cleopatra is one of the oldest 

images of the Ouroboros, which has inspired alchemists, masons and esoteric sects throughout 

history. The Ouroboros has many meanings interwoven into it. Foremost is the symbolism of the 

serpent biting and devouring its own tail. This symbolizes the cyclic nature of the Universe: creation 

coming out of destruction, life out of death. The Ouroboros eats its own tail to sustain its life in an 

eternal cycle of renewal. In the natural world, the armadillo lizard or typical girdled lizard (Cordylus 

cataphractus) is around 7.5 inches (19 cm) in length and is endemic to areas of southern Africa, and it 

could be the origin of the Ouroboros. It possesses the anti-predatory mechanism of taking its tail in 

its mouth and rolling into a ball when frightened. In this shape it is protected by the thick, squarish 

scales along its back and the spines on its tail. This behaviour resembles that of the armadillo, from 

which the lizard gets its name. The 19th-century chemist August Kekulé dreamed of a ring in the 

shape of the ouroboros, which inspired him in his discovery of the molecular structure


